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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

 
Regular Meeting of the City Council was held remotely on Monday evening, March 1, 2021. 
  

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Council President Kazinskas called the meeting to order at 7:30 o’clock p.m.  
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
 

City Clerk Titi Siriphan called the Roll of Members. Eleven (11) Councillors were present 
including Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, 
Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Elizabeth Kazinskas, Judy 
Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh.   

 
 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the Opening Prayer. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 
 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING & PUBLIC RECORDS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

President Kazinskas announced that pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order 
Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §20, and the Governor’s 
March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in 
one place, this meeting of the Gardner City Council will be conducted via remote participation 
and broadcast live on Gardner Educational Television, Channel 8, and on the City’s YouTube 
Channel. The audio or video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of 
proceedings will be posted on the City’s website as soon as possible after the meeting.  She 
added that since the meeting is being conducted via Zoom, that all votes taken would be by 
roll call and asked Councillors to raise their hands to be recognized.  

 
READING & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on call 
of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to waive reading 
and to accept the Minutes of the February 16, 2021 as printed. 
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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

 
APPOINTMENT 

 
#10396 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to confirm the following Appointment received from the 
Mayor: 

GREGORY LAGOY to the position of FIRE CHIEF for the term expiring February 16, 
2024. 
 

 

Worcester, ss.                            March 2, 2021 
 

       
Then personally appeared GREGORY LAGOY and made oath that he would faithfully 

and impartially perform the duties of FIRE CHIEF according to law and the best of his abilities.
  

Before me, 
      /s/ Titi Siriphan, City Clerk 
 

 
 

ORDERS 
#10397 
Councillor Walsh informed the Council that this money order will be to purchase a used 
pickup truck and to be utilized by the building department. The current truck is older and in 
disrepair. This is not a new vehicle. It is a used vehicle and will be purchased with a 
significate discount.  
 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, it was 
voted viva voce, eleven (11) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph 
Graves, Karen Hardern, Elizabeth Kazinskas, Judy Mack and George Tyros, to adopt the 
following Authorization: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO THE INSPECTOR 
NEW/USED VEHICLES ACCOUNT. 
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ORDERED: That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Thirty Thousand 
Dollars and No Cents ($30,000.00) from Free Cash to the Inspector New/Used Vehicle 
Account. 
 

Presented to the Mayor for Approval – March 2, 2021 
Approved – March 2, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 
PETITIONS 

 
#10398 
Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the committee that they have received a list of 
donations that was about 3-4 pages long. The donations came from various companies, 
individuals and some anonymous donors. He stated that is was “heartwarming to see the 
support that the shelter receives.” According to the law department the City Council must 
allow for the acceptance of these gifts and we will have to do this periodically when they 
have accumulated a number of gifts so that we don’t have to do it on each and individual 
time.   
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to authorize the acceptance of these donations. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS AND GIFTS 
GARDNER ANMIMAL CONTROL SHELTER DONATIONS 
 
VOTED: That the City of Gardner is authorized to accept certain donations and gifts for use 
by the Gardner Animal Control Shelter, said acceptance in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 44, Section 53A ½ of the General Laws. 
 
#10399 
On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Judy Mack, it was 
voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 
James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 
Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to schedule 
a Public Hearing and to Refer to the Public Service Committee for study and report the 
Petition by National Grid and Verizon New England, Inc. to install 1 JO Pole on Temple 
Street beginning at a point approximately 70 feet northwest of the centerline of the 
intersection of Temple Street and Hospital Hill Road and continuing approximately 60 feet in 
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a northwest direction. Installing 1 new P15-50 between P15 & P16 on Temple Street with 
Lindsey Sensor, 4G Comm & Transformer. Removal of Existing transformer on P15. 
 
#10400 
On a motion by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor George Tyros, it was 
voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 
James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 
Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to schedule 
a Public Hearing and to Refer to the Public Safety Committee for study and report an 
Application by Blake Motors, for a License to Buy and Sell Second Hand Motor Vehicles, 
Class 2, on 412 Main Street. 
 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 
#10394 
Councillor Nathan Boudreau informed the Council that he received an email from National 
Grid to withdraw their petition because the request for the pole is on private property. One a 
motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it was 
voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 
James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 
Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh to leave to 
withdraw a Petition by National Grid and Verizon New England, Inc. to install one (1) JO 
Pole on Manca Drive beginning at a point approximately 485 feet south of the centerline of 
the intersection of West Broadway and Manca Drive and continuing approximately 17 feet 
in an east direction. Installing one (1) JO Pole in the public way of Manca Drive for 
commercial service of 440 West Broadway. 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

#10395 
Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that this item was referred to the Finance 
Committee as well as the Law Department. The committee addressed a variety of issues 
associated with the money order: 

• Related issues of liability, responsibility of legal status, the various approaches that the 
city is taking to address the condition of the property  

• The Finance Committee was not prepared to vote and request more time 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 
Councillor James Walsh would like to bring to the Council’s attention that tomorrow 
morning at 10:30 AM, there will be a webinar with representatives from the Baker 
administration, sponsored by the Mass Municipal Association, regarding issues of housing 
choices. It is a provision in the new zoning legislation that was recently passed. 

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in the Closing Prayer. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor James Boone, on call of 
the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adjourn at 7:53 
p.m. 
 
Accepted by the City Council:  March 15, 2021 
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CITY OF GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS 
CITY COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE  

MINUTES OF MEETING OF FEBRUARY 23, 2021 

02-23-2021 Finance Committee Meeting Minutes Page 1 of 7 

The Finance Committee meeting was called to order remotely by Council President Elizabeth 
Kazinskas at 8:00 a.m. Finance Committee Members Councillors Ronald Cormier and James 
Walsh were also present via Zoom. 

President Kazinskas announced that pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order 
Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §20, and the Governor’s 
March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in 
one place, this meeting of the Finance Committee will be conducted via remote participation 
on Zoom. The audio recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings will 
be posted on the City’s website as soon as possible after the meeting and the meeting is being 
broadcast live on Gardner’s YouTube Channel. 

Also participating remotely were Mayor Michael Nicholson; Acting Fire Chief Gregory Lagoy; 
Building Commissioner Roland Jean; City Solicitor John Flick; and, City Clerk Titi Siriphan.   

1-1 Review and Approval of the Meeting Minutes. 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
on call of the roll, it was voted to waive reading and to accept the Finance Committee 
Meeting Minutes of January 26, 2021, as printed.   

2-1 #10395, An Order Appropriating $265,000.00 from Free Cash to Mayor’s Unclassified 
Building Demo Account 
Councillor James Walsh informed the committee with a brief summary regarding this 
appropriation: 

• These are funds for the demolition of  a property at 177 West Street
• Based on the Building Commissioners inspection report, the building is in

disrepair and at risk for possible collapse
• The property is in the midst of tax title proceedings and they are still pending

at the land court
• At the present time the city does not own the building but it could if the land

court proceeding are completed
• The right of redemption of the owners are foreclosed
• At the time when this was referred to the Finance Committee, it was also

referred to the Law Department to respond to some legal issues that are raised
by this particular matter

• His question to the Law Department is that the city does not hold title of the
property, as a result the city does not own it. At the present time, because we
don’t own it, we do not have a legal responsibility to maintain, make safe, or
demolish the property

10395 - 2-23-2021 Fin. 
Comm. Draft Minutes
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City Solicitor responded that the city does not have legal requirements to 
maintain the property: 
• The city does have a legal mechanisms that require the city to enforce the

building code pursuant to Chapter 143
• This gives the city the mechanisms by which we can seek further

enforcement with the property owner, if the property owner were
cooperative, to make their building safe or demo the property on their own.

• As of right now, the city does not have any legal responsibility to demo or
make safe

• There is a question that he is still reviewing regarding potential liability if the
building were to collapse. If the building were to collapse in a public way,
then the city would have an obligation to clean up any debris that did land in
the public way and make sure it did not continue

• Under Chapter 143 Section 9, the city would have the authority to enter the
structure as needed to address any of those issues

Councillor James Walsh had another question for Attorney Flick. He asked “if the 
land court proceedings are completed, the building gets foreclosed, the city would 
take title of the property, have ownership, and then the city would have legal rights 
and responsibilities for this property, correct?” 

City Solicitor response: 
• Not necessarily, the city would not be considered owner/operator under 21E,

meaning they would have no responsibility regarding environmental issues.
• The city could turn right of way and sell the building, declare surplus, and sell

the building as is
• City would at least have the responsibility to make the building safe so that we

didn’t have damage to other properties
• Courts have ruled that even if we went in and demo the property, any damage

caused to the abutting structures, those property owners could seek damages
against the city in the form of eminent domain takings

• The city has to be somewhat cautious if we do decide to take the building
• His advice would be to make it safe or demo the building as soon as possible to

avoid any such liabilities
• This should also be mentioned to the insurance company MIIA (Massachusetts

Interlocal Insurance Agency) regarding any potential coverage there is for
those kind of buildings that we take by tax title process

• Under Chapter 143 proceedings, which we have already commenced, we don’t
have to go through the court process

• The Mayor has the ability to order condemnation of the building

• They are just about ready with the pleadings to file, if the council were to

10395 - 2-23-2021 Fin. 
Comm. Draft Minutes
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VOTED: That the City of Gardner is authorized to accept certain donations and gifts for use 
by the Gardner Animal Control Shelter, said acceptance in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 44, Section 53A ½ of the General Laws. 

ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on call 
of the roll, it was voted to adjourn at 8:40 a.m. 

10395 - 2-23-2021 Fin. 
Comm. Draft Minutes


	Worcester, ss.                            March 2, 2021
	Before me,
	/s/ Titi Siriphan, City Clerk



